
Reflections on 2020 - 

What a curious year this has been!  While the school has dealt 
with how to meet our Wiscasset Elementary School students’ 
learning needs during the current health crisis, Feed Our 
Scholars has continued providing weekend bags of food for 
those we’ve been supporting. Due to the shifting population, the 
number of students we’ve helped has fluctuated all the way from 
26 children to 46 children and various numbers in between. It’s 
definitely helped to be flexible. 
It has saddened us that we have had to bid our partnership with 
Two Bridges Regional Jail good-bye due to COVID-19 
concerns. It has been meaningful to the group that packing our 
bags of food each week has given honoree inmates a way to give 
back. We rely on Good Shepherd Food Bank’s school program 
for the purchase of the major portion of our bag contents, and 
GSFB has deemed it inadvisable to deliver to or work within the 
jail population, so we’ve thanked them, and especially Bruce 
Stockford, who oversaw the running of the program within the 
jail.  
‘When one door closes, somewhere a window opens.’ For our 
program that window has been provided by our solid partners, 
the First Congregational Church!  They have space for housing 
the initiative, and volunteers to bag and deliver the food each 
week.  Under the capable hands of Beth Maxwell and Susan 
Kubler, along with a competent team of packers, the initiative 
hasn’t missed a beat in the program’s mission. 
At the holidays, we once again provided extras for our children 
that included $20 certificates to Shaw’s, toothbrushes and 
toothpaste, gift certificates to St. Philip’s Bargain Basement, and 
wonderful art bags provided each year by a group member who 
wishes to remain anonymous.  At the same time, thanks to the 
many knitters in the area, we again provided the schools with a 
supply of hats, mittens and scarves for those who needed them. 

Unfortunately, relying totally on contributions and fundraisers to 
fill the coffers, Feed Our Scholars hasn’t been able to raise 
monies to support the program this year.  Just as we were 
planning a fun recipe auction event last spring, the state went 
into lockdown. Church buildings remain closed; social 
distancing is the order of the day; people lose their jobs; families 
struggle. Luckily, previous funds raised have enabled us to 
continue ensuring that children and their families who need our 
help have been helped.   

We do not, however, have a bottomless well of riches, and so we 
reach out to all to consider donating to Feed Our Scholars at this 
time and into the future. It does take a village to raise a child…
many children. 

School Nurse Marilyn - 
“One of the students was not feeling well so Nurse 
Marilyn checked the child. She determined the young 
one needed to go home but the student said, "I'll go 
after lunch and recess".  Marilyn explained that wasn't 
an option - that they had to leave school right away 
when sick.  The child insisted three times they wanted 
to go to lunch.  The nurse finally asked the student 
why they didn't want to leave until then and was told 
that they wouldn't get any lunch if they went 
home. Marilyn arranged to have lunch brought so the 
child could eat while waiting to be picked up. Marilyn 
said, “I wanted to cry!”

Guidance Counselor Neera Harmon - 
“I'm glad my appreciation reached you because 
honestly…, I am floored by what you all do.  You are 
a creative, nimble, hardworking group of folks with 
huge hearts and heaps of patience.  I hope you all 
know how much what you do matters.”
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Hollie Paul at WMHS -
“The Wiscasset School Food Pantry is moving more food 
than ever and as usual...no questions are asked. If 
someone needs food for any reason, we are here to help. 
The Pantry has had a tremendous amount of "emergency" 
needs from families who are struggling or homeless. We are 
still also sending regular food bags home weekly to families. 
The Pantry is working with the school kitchen to distribute 
remote meals as well. We have also started delivering fresh 
vegetables to the teacher's room. The fresh vegetables 
have been greatly appreciated by the staff as some are also 
struggling with food insecurity needs. It is our hope that by 
the end of the year, we will be able to resume our fresh food 
tables for all students and staff in the lobby. 

Prior to Christmas break, the school staff and student 
counsel donated $1000 to be disbursed to our most needy 
student families. Gift cards were purchased and given to 15 
families for their holiday needs. Some parents were brought 
to tears by the school community's thoughtfulness. We 
hope to continue this next year as well. We hope to help 
more families next year.” 

In August, our 2020-21 Feed Our Scholars Set for Success program successfully met the basic teacher required school 
supply needs for all Wiscasset Elementary School students. It also positioned itself to review mid school year needs to fill 
any gaps. We accomplished this through a Feed Our Scholars dedicated team of Gretchen Burleigh-Johnson, Sharman 
Ballentine, Mary Coventry, Kristen Cowing, Jodi Hardwick (Partners In Education), Nancy Roby and Tracy Stover, who all 
worked diligently with the school and teachers as needs were defined during this uncertain and challenging time.  We are 
grateful to team member Tracy Stover, our school liaison, and the teachers whose support of this program resulted in our 
ability to provide the necessary learning tools for students, whether it be from home or in-school. 

We are grateful to the volunteers who made masks for the students as a 
new addition to the supplies list. While disappointed that we had to 
cancel our “shopping” event for students due to CDC rules,  our team 
arranged with volunteers including Lois Atwood, Brie DiPerri, and 
Deborah Morgan to sort the requested supplies by grade for distribution 
in the classroom. Sharman Ballentine explained to Susan Johns of the 
Wiscasset Newspaper, “We’ll group things by the type of supplies, and 
then we’ll have lists from the approximately nine teachers, then we’ll 
box things for each teacher.  And then it will be up to each teacher to 
separate things out for each student.” Laura Mewa, WES Assistant 
Principal and Set For Success volunteer remarked, “This is amazing, 
the volunteers, this program, the time that goes into it, how they’re 

providing essential resources that our kids need – that all of our kids can access – it’s just amazing.” 

An extraordinary thank you is extended to our donors. Your support made this possible!! Situation uncertainties and the need 
to minimize handling of supplies meant relying heavily on purchasing supplies, versus in-kind donations. Team members 
Kristen and Sharman scoured the internet looking for the best deals for bulk ordering. Our Feed Our Scholars Set For 
Success team is busy looking ahead to 2021-22. Donations are welcome and may be sent to St. Philip’s Church, 12 Hodge 
Street, Wiscasset, Maine 04578.  Please write Set For Success in the memo line.

From Susan Kubler 
First Congregational Church -
Several months ago, the Feed Our Scholars food pantry 
was moved to its current location at First Congregational 
Church.  Our pastor put out a notice that volunteers were 
welcome to help fill backpacks for food insecure local 
children in our school system.  I answered that notice 
and could not be happier to help out with the FOS 
program. 
As I fill the bags, I am reminded of and am grateful for 
all the meals my mother made for me when I was a kid.  
I have been blessed and this was a positive way to pay 
that blessing forward.  I remember being in grade school 
and my goal was to become a social worker and help 
everyone..I was going for world peace and ending world 
hunger, lofty goals.  Well, I became a nurse, and this is 
just a continuation of wanting to do more for this 
wonderful community of which I am a part, even if it is 
one backpack at a time. 


